
EUD Vote on Relationship with Other Religious Denominations 
 
Whereas, from time to time, church members and leaders from across the EUD territory 
contact the Division inquiring about the appropriateness of Adventist pastors and leaders – in 
different positions of responsibility – to participate in Ecumenical and Inter-Religious 
activities and organizations,  
 
Whereas, considering the complexity of the matter, a simple and straight yes or no response 
doesn’t, in most instances, bring a satisfactory answer to the question,  
 
Whereas, based on the Bible the Seventh-day Adventist Church produced various documents 
and statements concerning our relationship with other churches and religious 
denominations,  
 
VOTED, to strongly recommend to all the entities and workers within the Inter-European 
Division to abide by the following principles and guidelines:  
 

1. The Adventist Church favours dialogue and cordial relationships of mutual respect 
and understanding with other religious confessions, at all levels of our church 
organization.  

2. We are fully convinced and vigorously defend that freedom of conscience and 
religious liberty are rights inherent to all human beings, not as something that we 
claim only for us, but as a right to be granted to all, even to those who think 
differently from us.  

3. All human beings are created in the image of God and therefore deserve our deepest 
love and respect. Despite the differences, though, we should not shy away from those 
who don’t think, believe, and or behave as we do.  

4. Dialogue and mutual understanding do not mean, however, agreeing with the others, 
just for the sake of securing cordial relationships.  

5. All human relationships should be subordinated to the principles and values of the 
written Word of God, which bears witness of the Incarnate Word of God, Jesus Christ, 
who testifies of God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  

6. Our fundamental beliefs have been carefully and painstakingly built on the sure 
foundation of the Bible. These statements of faith define our identity as a church and 
should always be kept as our hallmark.  

7. Therefore, we should not become members of an organization whose principles, 
beliefs, objectives, and mission conflict with the principles of the Word of God, the 
Fundamental Beliefs of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Neither should we enter in 
any negotiation or agreement that compromises any of our fundamental values. 

8. Experience has shown that the context of inter-church dialogue is an excellent environment 
for us to relate to the leaders of other religious denominations, get to know them personally 
and the teachings of the communities they represent. It also creates a suitable environment 
to make ourselves known, by explaining the Adventist beliefs and viewpoints in several other 
areas of our church life and mission. A friendly and respectful relationship can break 
many unfounded prejudices and promote fruitful cooperation in many domains of 
common interest.  



9. On the other hand, there is a real risk that as we try to reach people from other 
religious denominations, we get entangled in a system that prevents us from 
preaching the message that God has entrusted us. To be a member of an ecumenical 
organization, for instance, implies the acceptance of guidelines that are in 
contradiction with our understanding of church unity, ecclesiology, and mission. Thus, 
the Inter-European Division strongly recommends that Adventists have a status of 
observers, consultants, or guests.  

 
The world is ripe to receive the hopeful message of Jesus’ soon return to this earth. God has 
called us, individually and as a Church, to proclaim this good news. The inter-religious 
relationships offer us an excellent opportunity to share it. If we earnestly pray, God will give 
us His love, strength and wisdom to do it. As we do so, many will come and join hands with 
us. We believe that this is the way par excellence to bring about the unity for which Jesus 
prayed in John 17.  
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